
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) 

The Education Assistance Scheme (EAS) at QTAC can help students who have experienced circumstances which 

negatively affect their most recent studies. If eligible, you may get OP or rank adjustments that improve your 

chances of getting a university offer. If you are eligible for the Financial Hardship category, you may also get 

financial assistance from your chosen university including scholarships or bursaries.  

There are several Education Assistance Scheme categories: 

• Financial Hardship 

• Home Environment and Responsibilities 

• English Language Difficulty 

• Personal Illness or Disability 

• Educational Disruption. 

The criteria for the Financial Hardship category are available at the EAS Financial Hardship Category. Details 

concerning household income thresholds are available at Income Thresholds.  

It is important for students to complete this process as soon as possible as it can provide an improved OP/rank 

position and, if your circumstances meet the QTAC criteria, an updated student profile which makes you a 

higher priority for a range of university scholarships. Some universities such as the University of Queensland 

require recognition through the EAS Financial Hardship scheme when considering students for equity, access 

or financial hardship scholarships.  

Government support 

You may meet the criteria for a range of government allowances including Youth Allowance, the 

Government Relocation Scholarship or ABSTUDY.  

Youth Allowance 

Youth Allowance is the provision of financial assistance to eligible students who are 24 years or younger. 

There are a number of general Eligibility Criteria: 

• 18 to 24 years and studying full time, or 

• 16 to 24 years and doing a full-time Australian apprenticeship, or 

• 16 to 17 years and independent or needing to live away from home to study. 

To be considered a student in full-time study you must be undertaking 75 per cent of a standard full-time study 
load. At times it can be wise to reduce your load from a standard four subject program to three subjects if the 
subjects are particularly difficult, you are adjusting to a new environment or language or you have been unwell. 
As long as you are doing 75 per cent of a full-time study load, your Youth Allowance will not be impacted.  

If you are considered a dependent student, your family’s income will be considered to determine if you are 
eligible for the Youth Allowance. Details about the Parental Income Test are available here.  

The criteria for being considered independent are more demanding, and more information can be found here.  

https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/educational-access-scheme
https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/educational-access-scheme%23EAS%20categories
https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/educational-access-scheme#EAS%20categories
https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/educational-access-scheme/personal-circumstances#Institution%20determined%20thresholds
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance-students-and-australian-apprentices
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance-students-and-australian-apprentices/who-can-get-it/study-loads#a1
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance-students-and-australian-apprentices/how-much-you-can-get/income-and-assets-test#parentmeanstest
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance-students-and-australian-apprentices/how-much-you-can-get/dependent-or-independent#independent


  
   

Payment Rates for the Youth Allowance are available online. At present the maximum payment rate for a 
single student without children, living away from a parent’s home, is $445.80 per fortnight.  

Note: You may have a part-time job and continue to receive Youth Allowance. However, your Youth Allowance 
will start to decline (reduced youth allowance) once your part-time earnings exceed $437 per fortnight.  

The Department of Human Services provides an example of an 18-year-old student who has moved from a 
small country town in Queensland to study in a city-based university. The government considers this student 
to still be dependent but eligible for both Youth Allowance and a Relocation Scholarship. More information is 
available here.   

If you are entitled to Youth Allowance, you may also be entitled to a Government Relocation Scholarship. The 
criteria for this includes: 

• being a dependent student, or 

• have a special reason why you’re independent. 

You must have to move to, or from, a regional or remote area within Australia to study and get at least 

$1 of: 

• Youth Allowance as a student 

• ABSTUDY Living Allowance, or 

• Energy Supplement.  

If your family home is in a regional or remote area and you have had to move to Brisbane for university study, 
you could be entitled to up to: 

• $4,459 in the first year you need to live away from home to study 

• $2,231 per year in the second and third years 

• $1,115 per year after that. 

ABSTUDY 

ABSTUDY is a group of payments for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students or apprentices. To get 
ABSTUDY you must be all of the following: 

• Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Australian descent 

• identify as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Australian 

• accepted as such by the community in which you live or have lived 

• an Australian citizen and normally live in Australia 

• covered under one of the seven ABSTUDY Awards, and 

• be studying an approved course or doing an Australian Apprenticeship. 

One of the seven awards covered by ABSTUDY is the Tertiary Award. This provides financial support to tertiary 

students and apprentices including living allowance, incidentals allowance, rent assistance, remote area 

allowance, pharmaceutical allowance and a relocation scholarship.  

The ABSTUDY Living Allowance is provided to eligible students and apprentices. You must meet the ABSTUDY 

Tertiary Award requirements and your Parental Income is assessed to determine if you are eligible.  

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance-students-and-australian-apprentices/how-much-you-can-get
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/personal-income-test-austudy-and-youth-allowance/30411
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance-students-and-australian-apprentices/who-can-get-it/meet-some-our-2018-students-student-profiles#amy
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/relocation-scholarship/eligibility/eligibility
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/relocation-scholarship/eligibility/eligibility
https://www.centrelink.gov.au/custsite_sras/sras/regionalAreaPage.jsf?wec-appid=sras&wec-locale=en
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/youth-allowance
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/abstudy
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/energy-supplement
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/relocation-scholarship/payment-rates/payment-rates
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/abstudy/eligibility-payment-rates/who-can-get-it
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/abstudy/eligibility-payment-rates/who-can-get-it
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/abstudy-award-types/33791
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/abstudy-living-allowance/42536
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/income-and-assets-tests-abstudy/30971#a7


  
   

Note, some ABSTUDY allowances are not subject to a means test, including the Incidentals Allowance and 

Relocation Allowance. More information is available at Income and Assets test (correct as at 1 August 2018).  

ABSTUDY Residential Costs Option 

The ABSTUDY Residential Costs Option can help eligible students manage the costs of living away from home 
to study. The Commonwealth Government will pay for certain costs including: 

• accommodation 

• meals, if provided 

• laundry charges, and 

• other compulsory fees. 

To be eligible for the ABSTUDY Residential Costs Option, you must be receiving the ABSTUDY Living 

Allowance as part of the ABSTUDY Tertiary Award.  

AUSTUDY 

AUSTUDY is a Commonwealth Government allowance for students who are at least 25 years old. More 
information is available here.  

CENTRELINK CONTACT: Information about these government allowances is available from Centrelink on 132 
490.  

  

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/abstudy/eligibility-payment-rates/income-and-assets-tests#a1
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/abstudy-residential-costs-option/30336
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/abstudy-residential-costs-option/30336
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/austudy


  
   

Brisbane University Scholarships 

Brisbane-based universities provide an array of scholarships and financial assistance. This includes support for 

students with financial hardship and for academic and sporting excellence. The following information provides 

a very brief summary of a small number of relevant university Scholarships. Please be aware that each 

University offers many more scholarships than what is described below but we hope that these will provide 

an idea of the sorts of possibilities that are available. At the bottom of each university section there is a 

hyperlink to ‘Other Scholarships’ which will enable you to see the full range of scholarships available to 

undergraduate students entering that particular university.  

Examples of some of the available scholarships include:  

Queensland University of Technology (QUT): 

• Tim Fairfax Regional and Remote Scholarship for students struggling financially from regional or 
remote areas in QLD or NT. Worth $7,500 for up to four years. 

• Vice Chancellor's Academic Scholarship: 90 academic-based scholarships worth $30,000 each and 15 
scholarships worth $10,000 each.   

• Kinder Collis Learning Potential Scholarship for female students who are struggling financially. Worth 
$3,500 for one year.  

• CS Energy Learning Potential Scholarship for students studying science or engineering who are 
struggling financially. Worth $3,500 for one year.   

• Senex Energy Learning Potential Scholarship for students from a financial hardship background. 
Worth $5,000 for one year.   

• Other QUT Scholarships: There are another 50 or more scholarship options for undergraduate 
students studying at QUT including support for financial disadvantage, elite sport and academic 
excellence.  

 

University of Queensland (UQ): 

• UQ Academic Excellence Scholarships: Up to 150 scholarships awarded each year ranging from 
$60,000 over five years to $6,000 for one year.  

• UQ Link Scholarship for students managing financial hardship, worth $3,000 for each of three years.  

• UQ Aspire Financial Hardship Scholarships for students managing financial hardship, worth $4,500 
for one year. 

• NRMA Insurance Scholarship for students who have experienced financial hardship, worth $4,000 
for three years.   

• Rural Bank Scholarship: This scholarship provides successful students with $5,000 to assist with 
accommodation, course costs and study materials.  

• Other UQ Scholarships: There are up to 60 additional scholarships awarded to new undergraduate 
students every year.   

 
Griffith University: 

• Uni-Start Equity Scholarships are for students who have experienced financial hardship. Worth up to 
$22,000 for a maximum of eight payments.  

• Indigenous Commonwealth Education and Accommodation Scholarships: Worth up to $22,000 for a 
maximum of eight payments. 

• George Alexander Foundation Scholarship to assist students who can demonstrate academic merit 
with the cost of their accommodation. Worth $22,500. 

https://www.qut.edu.au/study/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/tim-fairfax-ac-regional-and-remote-learning-potential-fund-scholarships
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/vice-chancellors-scholarship-academic
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/kinder-collis-learning-potential-fund-scholarship
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/cs-energy-learning-potential-fund-scholarship
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/senex-energy-learning-potential-fund-scholarships
https://www.qut.edu.au/study/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/browse?study-level_key=UG&student-type_key=PROSPECTIVE&study-area-broad_key=Any&eligibility-citizenship_key=DOM&eligibility-criteria_key=Any&query
https://scholarships.uq.edu.au/program/uq-academic-scholarship-program
https://scholarships.uq.edu.au/scholarship/uq-link-program
https://scholarships.uq.edu.au/scholarship/aspire-scholarships
https://scholarships.uq.edu.au/scholarship/nrma-insurance-scholarship
https://scholarships.uq.edu.au/scholarship/rural-bank-scholarships
https://scholarships.uq.edu.au/search/scholarships?f%5B0%5D=type%3Ascholarship&f%5B1%5D=field_enrolment_status%3A2362&f%5B2%5D=field_academic_career_term%3A1910
https://www.griffith.edu.au/scholarships/scholarship-listings/uni-start-equity-scholarships
https://www.griffith.edu.au/scholarships/scholarship-listings/indigenous-commonwealth-education-and-accommodation-scholarships
https://www.griffith.edu.au/scholarships/scholarship-listings/the-george-alexander-foundation-scholarship


  
   

• Clem Jones Scholarship provides financial assistance to students on low incomes. Worth up to 
$9,000 for three years.    

• Other Griffith Uni Scholarships there are more than 30 additional scholarships that students can 
apply for.  

 

Australian Catholic University (ACU): 

• ACU Equity Scholarship for students from financial hardship, worth $2,000. 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Accommodation Scholarship: This scholarship covers the cost of 
accommodation and includes the full cost of rent for the minimum duration of your course.  

• Edmund Rice Scholarship: An equity-based scholarship worth up to $6,750 for three years.  

• ACU Academic Excellence Scholarship for high-achieving students, worth up to $5,000 for one year.  

• Other ACU Scholarships: Several other equity and merit-based scholarships are also available.       
 

Note: There is no limit to the number of scholarships for which you may apply. While the list above is most 

relevant to those dealing with financial hardship, there are plenty of other scholarships for which you should 

apply. You may be entitled to two or more scholarships if you meet the set criteria.  

 

RAYMONT RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE  

Sibling discounts: Siblings living at Raymont are eligible for a 5 per cent discount on their college fees. 

Raymont scholarship: A new Raymont Residential College Scholarship will be established for students entering 

the college in 2019. The criteria for this scholarship is being finalised and will be advertised on the Raymont 

website in September 2018.  

 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/scholarships/scholarship-listings/the-clem-jones-scholarship
https://www.griffith.edu.au/scholarships
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/fees_and_scholarships/scholarships_and_financial_support/scholarships_browser/acu_equity_scholarships
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/fees_and_scholarships/scholarships_and_financial_support/scholarships_browser/aboriginal_and_torres_strait_islander_accommodation_scholarship
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/fees_and_scholarships/scholarships_and_financial_support/scholarships_browser/edmund_rice_education_scholarship
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/fees_and_scholarships/scholarships_and_financial_support/scholarships_browser/acu_academic_excellence_scholarship
file:///C:/Users/dianne.jensen/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3F1MMSSL/Other%20ACU%20Scholarships
https://raymont.com.au/

